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US. AIRSTRIP In LAOS 

Hanoi Raids Disrupt j 
Ho Trail Interdiction j 


By TAMMY ARBUCKLE 

Special to The Star 

PS 22, Laos — American 
ground operations 'against the 
Ho Chi Minh trail have been 
“severely disrupted” by 
North Vietnamese assaults 
against this heavily guarded 
airstrip, sources reported. 

PS 22 and its satellite strips, 
PS 3 and PS 4, are on the east 
edge of the Bolovens plateau 
in southern Laos, 5 miles from 
the network of Communist 
reinforcement and supply 
routes to Cambodia and South 
Vietnam known as the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail. 

For years, PS 22 has been 
the home of men of the First 
Special Guerrilla Unit, the 10th 
Guerrilla Battalion and their 
American commanders, a 
handful of military men work- 

I ing under the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. 


These units, mostly com- I 
posed of Laos hill people with ; 
a few Thais, total about 9O0 j 
men. They have been responsi- 
ble for harassment raids and 
pinpointing targets for U.S. 
Air Force B52 strikes on the 
south half of the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail, designed by the CIA as 
guerrilla zone number one. 

Now the guerrillas and their | 
U.S. commanders have had to ! 
be replaced by Lao regular ] 
troops. 

The guerrillas are ‘demor- 
alized and disorganized,” said 
a Lao military official. 

The guerrillas have been 
sent to Batheng Mountain near 
the: Bolovens town of Pak Song 
for reorganization, including 
strengthening by Thai special 
forces and some Cambodians 
newly sent to Laos, and re- 
training by Thai advisers. 

Few guerrilla teams are still 
active. Instead of prowling the 
Ho Chi Minh Trail complex 
and seeking North Vietnamese 
concentrations heading for 
Cambodia, they are scouring 
the Bolovens for large North 
Vietnamese units whose tar- 
gets are this air strip and Pak 
Song. , . . 

Hanoi’s troops already have 
knocked out the American-run 
air strips south of here, num- 
bers 38, 166 and 172. 

Twenty-nine guerrillas were 
killed and 66 seriously wound- 
ed here in December. This, 
combined with the high total 
of guerrilla deaths in actions 
1 ; fee idWJS, p«ge A-3 
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throughout the plateau and 
continued enemy rocket at- 
tack, has driven the guerrillas 
away, the Lao say. 

Now about 1,000 Lao regular 
troops are digging in here un- 
der sporadic rocket attack. 

Rolls of barbed wire are 
being strung around the air 
strip, foxholes are being con- 
structed, claymore mines are 
being laid and machineguns 
set up while armored cars are 
flown in to provide additional 
firepower. 

Col. Khampen, the govern- 
ment commander here, says 
his instructions are to defend 
PS 22 because the Lao govern- 
ment is determined to retain 
this last foothold on the east- 
ern edge of the Bolovens pla- 
teau. His troops are not in- 
volved in operations on the 
trails. 

Site 3, a tiny air strip 1,000 
feet higher on the hill above 
the plateau in a stand of pine 
trees is seen by the colonel as 
his key defense position here. 

The site provides a resting 
place for American forward 

air controllers dodging anti- 
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aircraft tf' i along the Sekhong 
Valley. 

The collapse of the guerril- 
las here a . bite 22 is undoubt- 
edly hav : :e dire consequen- 
ces for Americans, Cambo- 
dians and L io alike. 

Americ, n intelligence has 
been deprived of its eyes on 
this part of the trail. 

The No -tli Vietnamese can 
now mov u pplies and rein- 
forcements into Cambodia al- 
most at w 11 

The L: i government, ac- 
cording tn the Lao military, 
has been forced to commit its 
last reserves to a fixed de- 
fense of t! e Bolovens. . 

The fa’ : of PS 22, which is 
presently extremely likely, 
would se • this reserve force 
cut off a long way from help 
and poss'bly lead to the fall of 
Pak Sons 

This wm id put the North 
Vietnamese completely in con- 
trol of the Bolovens and pro- 
vide a new base against Cam- 
bodia and South Vietnam. 

Such a move would severely 
hinder a v South Vietnamese 
drive int 1 south Laos to smash 
the trail va. 
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Seen IhjLapj) 

.... By Michafel Getter I 

, . W^instofl PoIt staff Writer | 

Thailand is "sending severa 
battalions of special guerrilla 
troops into the sobthern Laos 
. +-iip firs 1 :, time 
IfStfgr.sl.ctoa pi.» 
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neither c b 'fit i r ■m nor deny 

n| reports have W come 
I to the attention of Sen Walter 
F Mondale (MUmJ J""' 
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inu Arncttean military embroil- , 
merit in support of the action, | 

- as the provocation of. 

| some escalation by the , 

SpoAse'ortnanticwatiom 

According to Capitol HiU. 
sources,' the plan to use the, 
Thais wSs^ffnceived this fan 
by the Washington Special A.-l 
tion Group. 

^-fUTT^rcsi.v 


T!i!‘ croup is a small, top- 
level collection of State, De- 
fense and "White House cffici- 
ills 

Behind the plan, these 
sources say, was a three-prong- 
ed scheme to impede the flow 
Of North' Vietnamese war ma- 
terial movWS through Laos 
and into Communist base 
camps in southern Laos and 
Cambodia without using - • 
ground troops or advisers, 
w h o m Congress has barred 
from Laos. 

The Thai force, said to num- 
ber more than 1,000 men, has 
allegedly moved across the 
border and into the Bolovens 
plateau area of Laos in recent 
weeks. 

The Thais reportedly are be- 
ing used to bolster a 3,000- 
5 , 000-man Laotian anti-Com- 
niunist guerrilla for ee. which 
has been operating in tne 

same area since last summer 

as part of an earlier U.S.-back- 
ed effort. , 

U S- air support is being 
provided to the combined 
Thai- Laos force. 

The other two parts of tne 
plan reportedly included mov- 
ing some Cambodian troops 
to the northern bord er s r .of 
their country to attack 
tines in that area, and 


tingency plan. nPVbr W* 

operation, to send South Viet 
namese troops on a sv.ee, 
through southern Laos. 

Thai battalions, accordin' 
to informed sources, have o t 
erated against Commune 
, forces in northern Laos o 
previous occasions but nav 
not previously crossed t 
border into the southern pa 
handle region. 

Hanoi Radio, in a broaden 
on Dec. 29 monitored in tr 
West, also referred to _ « 
Thai government “clique 
having “sneakily introdue 
additional Thai troops into t 
Bolovens and Long vn 
I areas.” 

1 Pentagon offciials, for > 
past several months, m 
been increasingly concerr 
over the big Communist but 
UP in southern Laos. Mum 
Sources have pegged the f 
oi the North Vietnamese fo 
there as at least 65,000. 

The Communists have * 
pushed their operating a 
three-fourths of the ' 
across southern Laos 
have assigned an estirm 
15,000 men to guard the 
work of trails. 

Military leaders say 
Communists probably i 
been worried about a 
“ sweep thr< 

>r some time. 
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